Road-Kail Transport
England only as late as 1921 and a Tribunal was consti-
tuted under the Act of 1921. The Indian Rates Tribunal
would have to examine the rates structure and see
whether the classification is just. It should try to
simplify the rates structure consistent with the variety of
traffic offering. Membership of the Tribunal calls not
only for legal knowledge but also familiarity with business
and geographical conditions, and a specialisation in the
economics of transport. In recommending the establish-
ment of a Railway Tribunal in India, the Acworth
Committee suggested that it should consist of three
members: the Chairman to be one of legal experience and
the two other lay members, one representing the railways
and the other the commercial community. In order that
there may not be too many sundry applications of a
frivolous nature, it recommended that a deposit of a
hundred rupees should be made. The Committee drew
particular attention to the high risk-rates quoted. Thirteen
years after, the Wedgwood Report makes the same
allegation. In certain cases, as on the G.I.P., the Railway
risk rate is 57 per cent higher than the Owner's risk
rate. The Committee felt that there was real cause for
this complaint as the difference in rate did not reflect the
degree of risk involved. Needless to say, this is particularly
regressive in the case of class and schedule rates. All
these matters should, therefore, justly fall within the
province of the Rates Tribunal.
The railways can also help to increase prosperity by
allocating industrial sites to industries that hold forth
great prospects. The English railways make it a point to
attract factories to the lines served by them. A thorough
survey of the sites available should be made with a view
to ascertaining their suitability for industries. The site
should be large and ideally suited for the industry. It
; have near access to labour and raw materials, should
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